Sunday School Materials for Sunday, March 22nd, 2020
Enduring Faith
Unit 3 - Lesson 4

Jesus Teaches His Church — Story of Zacchaeus
Opening Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank you for bringing our family together to learn about your
Word today. Give to us the forgiveness given to us through Your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.
Bible Reading: [Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man
named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to see who
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. So he ran
on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way.
And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come
down, for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried and came down and received him
joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who
is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I
give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus
said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the
Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” - Luke 19:1-10 (ESV)
Read: “A Tree View” (Page 11 below)
Arch Book Story: “Zacchaeus Meets the Savior” (Video: https://youtu.be/C37UO9Pa54o)
Song: “Zacchaeus” (Music: https://youtu.be/ukifmyPkABo)
Zacchaeus was a wee little man
And a wee little man was he.
He climbed up in a sycamore tree
For the Lord he wanted to see.
And when the Savior passed that way

He looked up in the tree.
And said, “Zacchaeus, you come down!”
“For I'm going to your house today!”
“For I'm going to your house today!”

Craft Time: “Zacchaeus in a Tree” (See page 2 below)
Family Discussion Time (See page 3 below for possible discussion topics and questions)
Closing: Jesus loves sinners like Zacchaeus and like you and like me. Fortunately, we don’t have
to climb a tree to be with Jesus. Jesus is with us in His Word and has promised to be with us
wherever we go. As God loves us, we ought to love one another. God loves even the people we
“hate.” Remember we are all God’s children, and He loves us in spite of our sinfulness. Just like
Zacchaeus, God seeks us out, invites us to His house, forgives our sin, and loves us!
Closing Prayer: Dear Jesus, Thank you for loving me. Thank you for calling me by name and
making me Your child. Help me to show Your love to others. Amen.
Song: “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” (Music: https://youtu.be/Uyg6-htOtHU)
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Craft
“Zacchaeus in a Tree”
Materials Needed
Any color paper (for background)
Brown paper (for tree)
Green paper or green tissue paper (for leaves)
Tan construction paper or a simple piece of paper (for man - Zacchaeus)
Pencil or pen (for tracing)
Markers, crayons, or colored pencils (for coloring and/or drawing)
Scissors
Instructions
1. Trace your child’s hand and part
of their arm onto a piece of brown
paper.
2. Cut out the tree that you just
created.
3. To make leaves: draw or color the
leaves on green paper and cut the
them out, or use strips/pieces of
tissue paper.
4. Draw, color, and cut out a small
man who will be Zacchaeus
5. Glue Zacchaeus up in the tree.
Sample
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Family Discussion Questions
Key Discussion Points: Climbing a tree would have been a pretty humiliating thing for a man of
such wealth to do. The same would have been true of him running to his house to welcome Jesus.
In that day, men had to lift their robes sway from their feet to climb or run, and that was
considered humiliating. Jesu’s call to faith and forgiveness for Zacchaeus changed Zacchaeus
dramatically. His heart was changed and he immediately made some big changes in his life.
Talk About it: What is our response to Jesus/ love and forgiveness? What if Jesus wanted to
come to your house today? What kind of joy would that bring you and your family? How would
that change your life?
1. Have you ever climbed a tree? Have you seen any grow-ups climb trees? What would make a
grown-up climb a tree? What would be so exciting to see that you would climb a tree to see
it? Answers will vary.
2. Big Question - Who do people love to hate? Although God does not want us to hate
others, our sinful human nature often encourages us to dislike things about others.
3. Zacchaeus was a rich man. He collected taxes from his own people, taking much more than he
should have. Tax collectors were hated and excluded. What might he have been lacking?
Friends, acceptance, kindness, etc.
4. Zacchaeus had probably heard about Jesus and was curious. After Jesus came to dinner,
Zacchaeus promised to give away half of his money and pay back (4 times over) those he had
cheated. Jesus gave Zacchaeus acceptance, forgiveness, and love - which he also offers to
us. Do we, like Zacchaeus, have to “clean up our act” before God loves us? God loves sinners,
despite our sinfulness. That doesn’t mean we should keep sinning. According to His
Word, we should confess and live righteous lives. Remember that we will continue to
make mistakes and sin, but we can always go to our loving Father asking for forgiveness
and know that He does forgive and love us.
5. Zacchaeus (like us) may have wondered how Jesus could love someone like him. Does God love
you? Yes, despite everything. God created us. He cares more about you than even your
family or closest friends. At the 1st sin, He promised to send a Savior, showing His
great love from the very beginning.
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