
LESSON 13 

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPS 

SUNDAY MAY 31, 2020 

ENDURING FAITH UNIT 3 – LESSON 13 ACTS 16:16-40 ESV 

A SOLDIER BELIEVES:  In Philippi, Paul and Silas cast the spirit of divination from 
a slave girl, but her angered owner has the two thrown into prison. Around 
midnight, Paul and Silas are praying and singing to God when suddenly an 
earthquake shakes the prison. The jailer, thinking his prisoners have escaped, pre- 
pares to take his own life. Paul and Silas interrupt his plan as they share the Gospel 
with him and his whole family, whom Paul then baptizes. 

BIBLE TRUTH: God rescues us from fear and gives us new life through His Word. 

BIBLE VERSE: Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. Acts 16:31 

LEARNER GOAL: I understand that Jesus pours out His blessings on me in His 
Word and through Baptism. 

LAW & GOSPEL: Without faith in Christ, we live in fear of punishment and death. 

Our fear turns to joy when salvation in Jesus is pro- claimed to us and we receive 
the blessings of Baptism by faith. 

ARCH BOOK : Video link 

BIBLE READING:  See below 

OPENING PRAYER: Dear Jesus, thank You for bringing us together to study Your 
Word. Guide our discussion today that we may learn more about Your love for us in 
Jesus. Bless our time together. In Your name we pray. Amen. 

SING: ”Jesus Loves Me” 

Jesus loves me, this I know, For the Bible tells me so.  

Little ones to Him belong, They are weak but He is strong. 



Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me,  

Yes, Jesus loves me, The Bible tells me so.  

Jesus loves me, He who died, Heaven's gates to open wide,  

He will wash away my sin, Let His little child come in. 

 

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN 

STORYTELLING SUGGESTIONS: Emphasize the story actions in italic and have 
children repeat the words or do the actions with you. 

Do you remember Saul? He was Jesus’ enemy, but Jesus changed Saul’s heart and 
Saul became Jesus’ friend. Jesus wanted Saul to tell people everywhere about Him. 
So that’s what Saul did. Saul had another name too. It was Paul. 

One time, Paul took a helper named Silas to a country far away. They went to tell 
people about Jesus. At first, the people were nice to them. But then some bad men 
grabbed Paul and Silas and took them to the city officials. They said, “These men 
are troublemakers.” The officials tore Paul’s and Silas’s clothes. Rip! They had them 
beaten. Slap! Then Paul and Silas were thrown in jail. Bang went the cell door. Their 
feet were chained to big blocks of wood. Poor Paul and Silas! 

Paul and Silas didn’t cry. They weren’t afraid or worried. They knew Jesus still 
loved them! Instead, they prayed (fold hands) and sang songs to God while the 
other prisoners listened. Paul and Silas knew that Jesus was with them and would 
take care of them. 

Then, in the darkness of the night, they heard a rumbling sound that got louder 
and louder. Rumble, RUMBLE. What was happening? God had sent a big earthquake 
to shake the jail. Shake. All of a sudden the doors of the jail flew open. Clang, 
clang. The chains and wooden blocks fell off Paul and Silas and the other prisoners. 
Click, clack, bang. 



The big noise woke the guard at the jail. He saw all the doors open and thought the 
prisoners had run away. “Oh no! I’ll be punished for letting them get out,” he 
thought. But Paul called out to him, “Guard! Don’t be afraid! We’re still here.” 

The jail guard got a torch and ran to the cells. He was thankful to see Paul and 
Silas were still there! He said, “Come with me. I’ll take you to a safe place.” The jail 
guard must have been listening to them sing and pray earlier in the night. When 
they were safe, he asked the two men, “Please tell me. What must I do to be 
saved?” 

Paul and Silas told him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” That 
answer is for you too! Let’s say the words together: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved.” 

The jail guard took Paul and Silas to his home. Paul and Silas told the guard and his 
family about Jesus, our Savior, who loves everyone. They told how Jesus died and 
came alive again to save all people from their sins. 

Splish, splash went the water. The jail guard washed Paul’s and Silas’s cuts and put 
bandages on them. Splish, splash went the water. Paul baptized the jail guard and 
his whole family! Now the jail guard and his family believed in Jesus as their 
Savior. Their hearts were filled with joy because Jesus had taken their sins away! 
Now they were God’s children too. Hooray! 

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN 

Saul, also known as Paul, was sent by the Church to be a missionary in faraway 
cities. He brought some missionary friends to help him tell people about Jesus. 

Paul and his friend Silas came to a city in Greece called Philippi. As Paul and Silas 
shared the Gospel in the city, a slave girl who had a demon followed them around, 
saying, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the 
way of salvation.” Paul turned and said to the demon, “I command you in the name 
of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And the demon immediately left her. 

The people who owned the slave girl were mad that Paul did this. When she had the 
demon, they had earned a lot of money from others who wanted her to tell their 



future. Now with the demon gone, they couldn’t make money from her. They 
grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them before the judges. 

The judges ordered that they be beaten with rods and put in prison for the night. 
But Paul and Silas didn’t sit around feeling sorry for themselves. Around midnight, 
they were praying and singing in their prison cell, and all the other prisoners were 
listening. Suddenly, a strong earthquake struck, and all the prison doors opened up 

and the chains fell off of every prisoner. 

The jailer woke up and got really scared. He saw the jail doors standing open and 
thought all the prisoners had escaped. Since he thought that he had failed to keep 
them in jail, he pulled out his sword to kill himself. But Paul shouted that he should 
not hurt himself, because all the prisoners were still there. The jailer asked for a 
torch and ran inside to see. He fell down in front of Paul and Silas and asked what 
he had to do to be saved. Paul told him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.” Then, Paul and Silas told the jailer, his family, and 
his servants all about Jesus. They baptized his whole household. 

The next day, the judges sent the police to the jail to let Paul and Silas go. But Paul 
told them that he and Silas had been wrongly beaten and thrown in jail even though 
they were Roman citizens. He wanted an apology. 

The judges were afraid because they had thrown a Roman citizen in jail when they 
shouldn’t have. They came and apologized to Paul and Silas and asked them to leave. 
Paul and Silas stopped to visit their friend Lydia and to encourage the other 
Christians there, and then went on their way. 

TALK ABOUT IT 

Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your group. 

☐ What happened when Paul and Silas were in jail? ☐ What did Paul tell the jailer? 

☐ What did they do for the jailer and his household? 

☐ How do you think the jailer’s life was different after his life was spared and he 
and his family were baptized? How is our life different because we are Christians? 



KEY DISCUSSION POINTS 

● God can take bad situations and work good through them. Paul and Silas shared 
the love of God through their singing and praising Him, even in jail. In the end, the 
Philippian jailer came to faith and was baptized. 

● Paul and Silas were falsely accused and imprisoned, just as Jesus was. Following 
Jesus is not always easy, but 

we know that by following Jesus, no matter how hard the path, at our journey’s end 
we will live with Him in heaven. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus won the victory over sin for us on the cross. We 
are free to live a new life in Him by His Word and Baptism. 

      Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning 
to life.  (Perhaps you would like to use an activity to review the lesson during the 
week.) 

• Forward and Back 

Have children stand in a circle. Say, Paul and Silas thanked and praised God, 

even in jail. When we have troubles, we can thank and praise God too. You will say 
things that show thanks and things that show complaining. Have children jump 
forward for thanks and backwards for complaining. For example, say, I whine when 
I don’t get my way. (Jump backward.) I am thankful for my friends. (Jump 
forward.) Continue with more examples. Ask children to suggest some too. 

• PRAYER CHAIN 

Cut colorful strips of paper. Have children write someone or something to pray for 
on each strip. For example, “We pray for . . . Grandma.” Hang the prayer chain in 
your home, and pray for one or two of the things listed each class time. 

• Joyful Snack 



Hand out round crackers and craisins. Have children make smiley faces on the 
crackers with the craisins. Talk about how Paul and Silas had joy, even though they 
were in jail, because they knew Jesus loved them. 

• Baptism Connection 

Have a clear bowl of water. Ask, How did the jailer use water? (He washed dirt 
from cuts on Paul and Silas.) 

How did Paul use water? (He baptized the jailer and his family.) 

 Baptism washes away something more than dirt. It washes away sin. It isn’t the 
water but God’s Word connected to the water that does this. Baptism is a gift 
from God. 

 

 

• Deliver Us from Evil 

Talk about troubles that make the children afraid or sad. Say, When we are afraid, 
we can do what Paul and Silas did. We can pray. In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray, 
“Deliver us from evil.” Deliver means to rescue and protect us. Evil is something 
bad. Jesus delivers us from evil! 

 The Philippian jailer was saved by God’s Word and Baptism. God also saves us by 
His Word and in Baptism. 

CLOSING PRAYER: Dear Jesus, thank You for the missionary work of Paul and 
Silas. Thank You for all the missionaries that have shared the love of Jesus over 
the years. Help us to share the message of the Gospel wherever we are. In Your 
name we pray, Jesus.  Amen. 

BIBLE READING:  ACTS 16:16-40 ESV 

Paul and Silas in Prison 

16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a 
spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She 



followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many 
days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I 
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that 
very hour. 

19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when they 
had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they 
are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as 
Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the 
magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. 
23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into 
prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he 
put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

The Philippian Jailer Converted 

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors 
were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and 
saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill 
himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.”29 And the jailer[a] called for 
lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 
Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”31 And 
they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.”32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in 
his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their 
wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 34 Then he brought 
them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his 
entire household that he had believed in God. 



35 But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 
36 And the jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent 
to let you go. Therefore come out now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them, 
“They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have 
thrown us into prison; and do they now throw us out secretly? No! Let them come 
themselves and take us out.” 38 The police reported these words to the 
magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens. 
39 So they came and apologized to them. And they took them out and asked them 
to leave the city. 40 So they went out of the prison and visited Lydia. And when 
they had seen the brothers, they encouraged them and departed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


